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Glen Canyon Officials Urge Caution in San Juan Arm of the Park 
Following Release of Contaminants from an Upstream Colorado 
Mine 

PAGE, Az. - Contaminated wastewater released from a mine on the Animas River in Colorado is 
expected to arrive at Lake Powell via the San Juan River sometime early next week. While 
contaminant levels and impacts anticipated at Lake Powell are not yet understood, as a 
precautionary measure, the National Park Service at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area is 
encouraging visitors to avoid drinking, swimming or recreating on the San Juan River within Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area and on the San Juan River arm of Lake Powell until further notice. 

Most river sediments will settle out of the water when the river current slows at Lake Powell, as is 
illustrated by the sediment deltas at the mouths of all rivers entering the lake. Even if all of the 
contaminants do not settle out of the water at the San Juan River sediment delta, because of the 
extremely slow rate of movement down the 40-mile San Juan River arm of Lake Powell, at this time 
the alert is not being issued for the entire lake. 

Some impacts to natural resources in the San Juan River and the lake are anticipated as contaminants 
settle into the sediment. Impacts will be monitored by the park. Those planning to recreate in the 
area should monitor the situation as more information becomes available. 
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America's 

national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create 

close-to-home recreational opportunities. Visit us at Facebook 
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